CO-653

Dear Mr. Porter:


Thanks for your letters of December 4.  First of all, I have investigated the packing of the paitings and the packer is prepared to furnish a statement that there was ample material and support used in packing the pictures. We are constantly packing important pictures with carved and ornamented frames thar arrive in good order, and can not understand what could have caused these to arrive in bad condition.


I regret to say that the sale of two drawings was only rumor, but there was a definite interest in one of the paintings that I am certain would have been a sale if the Portinari’s had come on to Chicago as planned.


We tried everything to get them here; the Pan-American Council offered to share with us the transportation, and arrangements were made to entertain the Portinari’s at International House of the University of Chicago during their stay. Even the vice-consul of Brazil, Mr. Leos, wrote them, and as he is a personal friend, they could be assured our intentions were of the best. Complications seemed to arise about the painting of Mr. Nelson Rockefeller’s children. The details you doubtless know. After two long distance calls they decided they would not accept.


The episode was certainly more than I could understand and we certainly regretted that we could not have the Portinari’s here, as it would undoubtedly have meant more than one sale.


The debit number 55702 is merely a shipping memorandum and is only for your files. As for the rental of the exhibition, will you please send me an invoice? I will attend to it promptly.

Mr. Vernon Porter (2)


Do let me know if you need any more help in collecting the insurance on the shipment.






Sincerely yours





            Harrison Becker

                                                           Picture Galleries

