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En route to Cape Town
Dear Mr. Portinari,


I hope you will forgive my writing in English, but my knowledge of Portuguese is nil, and my French is only conversational.


I want to thank you very much for your friendly attitude towards me, and to tell you what a pleasure and a privilege it was for me to see some of your work.


I may say that of all the stimulating and rich memories which I carry back from Brazil, that of your work at Pampulha and at Rio is by far the clearest and most inspiring. 


South Africa is a land which from a social point of view can be compared with your own country in many ways. Few of us have any conscience, and none of our artists, concerning the injustices and inequalities which so tragically prevail. 


I congratulate you and wish you a long life of fruitful work, You are the conscience of Brazil.







Kenneth Gardner
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