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Dear Portinari and Maria.

I am not going to suggest anything for you until it is possible to see what affect the war has on everything. For myself, I can scarcely believe it, nor can I forsee what awful results it will have everywhere. Brazil, I suppose will get rich, and will then, at the end have another crackup. We shall get rich, too, and perhaps try to “save European democracy”. I hope not. We played what role once, and here we are in precicely the same situation again, and for much the same reasons. I think the most important thing is to save our own democracy—and to do that we should keep strong, and to do that we should keep out. I think. I hope that will be the case, but I have my fears.
Phillips came back to New York last week. He, an Englishman, of the age of 25 or so, will of course have to go back to England, and perhaps go to fight. It all seems so futile and stupid and horrible.

I am glad you did not arrive in New York during this, because I think no one wants to make plans for the future right now. Undoubtedly there will be picture exhibits and pictures shown, but I am sure that all last week and perhaps the next few weeks no one can make plans. Perhaps, if you do not intend to come up this year, you might send a half dozen pictures up which I might show the various galleries. But let us wait a little while until we see how things settle down to the existence of a world war. Or, if you plan to send pictures up anyhow, for reproduction in color in the book, Mr. Wood and I could see to it that they were also shown to the important galleries. I agree with Rockwell Kent that it is difficult to arrange anything when the galleries are unable to see any originals except the one at the Museum of Modern Art and the Fair. And, of course the Fair pictures are not the kind of picture that could be sold or shown in a gallery. But I shall perhaps have some better ideas later.
I am of course very sad to think that I wont see you for a while. Or have the chance to show you many things in New York.
