CO-3095
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Dear Senor Portinari


I have received a package containing twenty-four drawings made by you as illustrations for The True History of Hans Staden. I have examined them again and again, and now feel that it may be wise for me to review for you the events which led up to your making of these drawings.


You may remember that I first approached Senor Olympio, to ask him whether he would print a book for The Limited Editions Club in Brazil, and whether he would recommend an artist to make the pictures. He wrote me enthusiastically recommending you, and suggested that I should go to the Brazilian Pavilion at our World’s Fair in order to look at some large paintings of yours which were hung there. I did look at those paintings, and admired them greatly.


Then you had a show of your work at the Museum of Modern Art in this city; and I wrote to ask you to call upon me. When you did call upon me, together with Monroe Wheeler, I told you that, of the work which I had seen at the Museum, I most greatly admired the lithographs and pencil drawings which you had made of Indians. I told you then that I thought a series of lithographs, done in the same style, would be excellent illustrations for Hans Staden.


Then, when you agreed to make the pictures, it was understood that a dummy would be prepared to be sent to Olympio, and that you would assist Olympio in preparing the Brazilian version of the dummy, and that you would send me some sample illustrations. I believe that you thought for a while of making the illustrations, not as lithographs, but as etchings to be colored by hand by your students.


It therefore seems to me natural, that I should have expected from you a series of drawings like the drawings of yours which I had seen and had admired. Now the drawings which you do send me are nothing like those drawings at all. They are not as simple, they are not as realistic. I feel sure that my own customers would not like them, would not find them intelligible.

It pains me to have to send you this letter, and to ask whether you will not make a different trial. When I first examined this package of drawings, I thought that you were probably attempting to make pictures which would look like the pictures made by the cannibals whom Hans Staden met. That seemed a good idea, even though some of the readers of the book would not find it pleasing. But then I had to discard this notion, when I found that you had placed wash over many of the drawings; for the wash certainly robs the drawings of the clever primitive quality. I thought also that you had placed too much emphasis upon the butchery and the brutality in the book; the book is not completely full of this sort of horror.

But I was expecting to have from you some simple landscapes of the country in which Hans Staden found himself when he was captured by the cannibals, and some simple drawings or lithographs of the Indians of that day. I feel sure that you may have got more enjoyment out of making the drawings which you have now sent to me; and that is why I am sorry to have to say that I don’t think my customers would get the same sort of enjoyment out of them. I would be most grateful to you if you would make another try, to do the kind of drawings which I had been expecting you to do.







Cordially yours








George Macy








Director


The drawings are being returned to you by express.
