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Dear Maria and Portinari,


I am so sorry I did not have a chance to see you before you sailed. I certainly would have gotten in touch with you had I not had many other things on my mind, for my sister had her baby and it died, and 5 days later my mother had a heart attack – all in the week that you left.  My sister fortunately is very well herself, and my mother is better now but must be extremely quiet in bed and careful, with nurses 24 hours a day.


It was so much fun knowing you, and I do hope that you come back here very soon. I enjoyed every moment of my visits with you both which were only too few. I hope to be more fortunate next time and to see much more of you.


I trust that your voyage has been pleasant and that you are now basking in the summer sun of a more cheerful climate. Perhaps one of these days I shall be fortunate enough to be able to see of South America for myself and talk with you in your own environs.

Please remember me to your sister, and accept my very kindest regards for yourselves.





Affectionately,








Betty Chamberlain
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